ENG 4UI:  Informal Essay Writing Assignment

a.k.a. This is Not a Five Paragraph Essay!

You will write an informal essay that is based on an event from your own life.  As you saw in Orwell’s “Shooting an Elephant,” narration can be a point from which to leap to larger, more universal issues.  To begin, you should consider what that larger idea or issue will be.  Think about the essays we have read in class as these selections have common themes and issues that apply to the topic of your essay.

Your thesis should be implied and it should be reinforced by your choice of narrative, rhetorical devices, diction, tone, sensory appeal, etc.
The rubric on the back of this handout will be used to evaluate your work.  Examine the criteria and keep each element in mind when you are making revisions.

Make revisions.  Revisions are key.  Writing is a process.  Don’t plan to write this essay the night before it’s due.  
Take time to think about the rhetorical strategies and devices you will use.  Test them out.  Play with the language.  Have some fun with it.
Approximate length:  300 – 500 words.

Absolutely all rough drafts and revisions as well as completed peer evaluations must be submitted with the final draft or it will not be accepted.  Be sure you can demonstrate evidence of the “evolution” of the final product!

