ENG 4UI (Semester Two February to June 2010)



Ms. Bistolas 
INDEPENDENT STUDY UNIT

Using a minimum of two academic secondary sources, you will write a literary essay on a novel of your choice.  The novel must be approved by the teacher in advance.  To help you choose a novel, I suggest you look for one that has won a major literary award, such as Nobel (awarded to author), Pulitzer, Governor General`s, Booker and Giller.  If you need help choosing a novel, please see me.  

Once you have chosen your novel, read it.  Then, read it again.  Seriously.  Excellent essays require close and careful reading – the kind where you already know the characters and the ending, so you can see literary elements and structure more clearly.  It`s hard to get a handle on foreshadowing and symbolism, for example, when you don`t know what`s to come.  Give yourself time to read the book twice.  You`ll be amazed at how much easier it will be to formulate a thesis and a strong essay if you do this.

Soon after you choose your novel, be sure to check for resources. You need a minimum of two academic secondary sources. Go to the library and search for books about your author or novel. Then search the online databases – if you don’t know how to do that, please follow the following instructions carefully. Go to the BCI website. Choose student resources. Then click library. On the left hand margin, click virtual library. Then click “Secondary by Subject.” Choose EBSCO host databases. From the menu, check Literary Reference Centre and Advanced Placement Source. If your novel is Canadian, you may also check Canadian Literary Centre. If you’re at home, the user i.d. is wrdsbvl and the password is learn.
You will need to compile a working bibliography. In order to prove that you have found secondary sources, you will hand in a list of sources found in proper MLA format. That list is due on Tuesday, March 2nd.
The reading comprehension test will take place in two parts – a written component that will be graded and returned (see rubric) and an oral component.  Our discussion should help you to focus your thinking about the novel.  The test will take place on Tuesday, March 23rd.  If you will be absent for any foreseeable reason (appointment, field trip etc) be sure to make arrangements to write the test before your absence.

The thesis outline questions are available here.  Take time to answer these questions thoughtfully and thoroughly, as they will help to lead you to topics you should research and to a strong and interesting thesis.  These are due Tuesday, April 13th.
During the independent study work periods, student-teacher conferences will take place.  I will take a look at your thesis questions and discuss the novel with you.  You will receive a mark for preparedness for this conference (in other words, easy marks!)  Use this opportunity to your advantage: if you’re prepared (i.e. if you have thought about the thesis questions and begun to formulate your supporting arguments; or if you have prepared questions about parts of the text that you find interesting or difficult; in other words if you have put thought into your novel and your essay) this interview will help you. If you’re not prepared, it won’t.
Next, you will complete and submit an annotated bibliography on Tuesday, April 27th. An annotated bibliography is a list of secondary sources found and read.  In addition to the MLA citing requirements (available on your BCI library website), you will summarize the useful sections of the secondary source, and discuss how that source adds to your argument about the novel.  You will write approximately two paragraphs for each secondary source (minimum of two). 

Your essay outline is due on Tuesday, May 11th. More information about the requirements for your essay outline will follow.

Peer editing of your rough copy will take place on Wednesday, May 26th.  

The final copy of your Independent Study essay is due on Tuesday, June 1st.
