ENG 4U HOLISTIC MARKING SCHEME: Informal Prose
45-50
Exceptional
= meets and exceeds all thinking / written expression expectations to an exceptional 

-degree (90% range)

· The quality of the ideas and the quality of the expression are both outstanding.

· The thesis and main ideas expressed are insightful and reveal a deep understanding of the literature studied.

· The answer is thorough and represents a significant understanding of the question.

· The main ideas expressed show an exceptional ability to relate the key concepts of the literature to the question.

· The answer is coherent and unified.

· The thesis is developed / reinforced using excellent, relevant examples. All ideas are well - supported.

· Diction and sentence structure present the ideas in an exceptional way.  Examples are woven smoothly into the answer.

· Paragraphs are effectively organized and used to enhance the ideas.

· Mechanical errors are so minor that they do not detract in any way from the reader's appreciation of the answer.

40-45
Superior         = meets the thinking and writing objectives to a high degree  (80% range)

· The quality of the ideas and the quality of the expression are very good.

· The thesis and entire answer demonstrate a strong understanding of the question.

· The main ideas are developed/ reinforced using appropriate examples. 

· All ideas are well developed, clearly explained and supported.

· Examples are incorporated smoothly with the writer's ideas.

· Diction and sentence structure reinforce the clarity of the ideas.

· Paragraphing is appropriate and enhances the flow of ideas.

· Mechanical errors are minor and do not distract from the reader's appreciation of the answer at all.

35-39
Competent
= meets the thinking and writing objectives to the expected degree for this level. (65 - 75% range)

· -he quality of the main ideas shows some complexity.

· The question has been understood and remains the focus of the answer.

· The thesis is clear, although somewhat superficial.

·  Some support for the main ideas has been offered.

· More references to specific details in the literature would strengthen the answer.

· More explanation of ideas and examples is needed to make the argument sound.

· Diction is appropriate but does not emphasize the ideas.

· Ideas are divided into logical paragraphs.

· Mechanical errors interfere slightly with the reader's ability to concentrate on the writer's the main ideas.  Nonetheless, with
 re-reading, the main ideas do come across.

25-34      Adequate
= meets the thinking and writing objectives to an adequate degree for this level.   (50 - 60% range) 

· The quality of answer is adequate but not strong.

· Weak or inconsistent understanding of key ideas and/or literature.

· Weak or unclear thesis.

· The writer may have wandered off-topic slightly though not completely.

· The answer shows that what the question is asking needs to be understood more thoroughly.

· Limited explanation of ideas.

· The diction was not consistently academic in tone.

· More concrete examples were needed to prove the writer's observations were valid.

· Mechanical errors distract from the reader's ability to concentrate and possibly understand some of the writer's ideas.

24 or below 
Inadequate  =  meets few, if any of the thinking and writing objectives required for a course at this level. 

  


(below 50% range)

· The writer does not seem to fully understand what the question is asking.

· Too little information is presented to adequately argue a thesis.

· Thesis is missing.

· Necessary key ideas are missing from the answer.

· Misunderstanding of key ideas and/or the literature.

· The literature is not strongly applied to the development of the answer. More specific examples are needed.  

· The writer wanders off topic at some points.

· Too much plot summary.

· Incorrect plot information.

· Mechanical errors may have detracted significantly from the reader's ability to understand the ideas 
