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Bistolas
Informal Essay Assignment #1

As part of the prose unit, you will write TWO informal essays.  I will read them both, but you will choose one to be marked for the prose unit.  Drafts of both essays will count towards your term work mark.  

Keep the rhetorical devices you've learned in mind -- you should incorporate several of them into your writing.  For each essay, aim to include a minimum of five different devices, but please don't limit yourself to a number.  Think about how best to express each sentence!  You should think seriously about what you will say in your essay and how you will say it.

Topic:  What effect do you think “commodity culture” has on teenagers in Waterloo, Ontario today?  What does our obsession with consumerism reveal about human nature? What does our focus on commodity culture do to human nature?  Should we be worried?  Why?
Topic B: Why do you think people crave horror and violence in media? What do you think our preoccupation with and desensitization to violence reveal about human nature?  Conversely, what effect does this preoccupation and desensitization have on human nature?

Some ideas to consider:
· King’s idea that horror is cathartic – that it “feeds the monster within.”
· Angus’ idea that we are desentitized to violence because we see others as objects, and that the commodity to culture plays a role in maintaining our objectification of others.
Some considerations about style and form:

· This is not a five-paragraph essay!

· Your thesis should be implied and it should be reinforced by your choice of examples, rhetorical devices, diction, tone, sensory appeal.
· Approximate length:  500 words
· Consider the effectiveness of your introduction and conclusion
· Think about writing style -- what tone do you wish to adopt, and what rhetorical devices will you use to create and sustain that tone?
A final note… absolutely all rough drafts and revisions as well as completed peer evaluations must be submitted with the final draft.  Print several versions so that you can demonstrate the evolution of your final product!
